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Family one place to date -- soaking up the local culture  Central Highlands of Vietnam.
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"l have been in some countries in Southeast Asia and South America that
allowed me to stretch my budget," she explains. "On the flip side, places like
Australia, Dubai and Europe have been rather expensive and made it harder to
cut corners."

But the brief jobs she held in Australia and Istanbul have helped her manage
expenses, and she calculates that she would have spent more than $25,000 on
her mortgage, condo upkeep, car, bills, food, entertainment and general
shopping if she had spent those eight months in Chicago, where the overall
cost of living is relatively high.

Like most of her friends, both of Lubin's parents were very supportive when
they learned about her travel plans. Her dad, Jamie Lubin, who still lives in
Randolph, says his first reaction was "concern for her safety and giving up a
good job with unknown prospects upon her return." But his misgivings were
mitigated by the knowledge that she was an experienced traveler and that
friends would be meeting her at certain points in the journey.

"I'm proud for her, her courage and accomplishments," he says.

While Lubin's mom admits, "She's still my baby and | want her to always be
safe and free from harm," she accepts her daughter's love of travel. "l have a
feeling this is just the tip of the iceberg, and the yearning to go back out into
the world will tug at her again in the future."

Lubin has now moved on to Bucharest, Romania, which some call the Paris of
Eastern Europe, she says.

"l think practically all countries I've been in seem to claim their city as some sort
of Paris: Buenos Aires, the Paris of South America; Dalat, Vietnam, the Paris of
Vietnam; Montreal, the Paris of Canada; Dubai, the Paris ... no, I'm just kidding
about that last one."

After Romania, she plans to visit Hungary, Slovakia, Poland, Germany, the
Netherlands, Spain, Portugal, and possibly Morocco and the Olympics in Beijing
before ending her whirlwind tour.

"l am hoping to extend this trip to make it longer than first planned. Now that
I'm out here in the world, it just seems so much easier to keep going than to
come home and try to get away again. I'm not sure what | will do when | get to
the Atlantic Ocean -- fly back to the U.S. or turn around and start going east
again."

Julie Lange is a freelance writer.



